
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in soul, who know 

themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who look forward to something greater to 

come." ~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

Holy One, 
 

 In these days of losses and used-to-bes, 

  of what was and used-to-haves, 

   it’s too easy to live into the past 

    and lose all hope for what is yet to be. 

  In the long hours of what we can’t do 

   and where we can’t go, 

    it’s too easy to get lost 

     and let go of the joys that surround us. 

  In those moments of fear 

   over what might be next 

    we slip into that shadowy place 

     where we lose sight of your life-giving light. 

 This season we call Advent, 

  is about new beginnings, 

   the coming of light into our darkness,  

    hope healing our broken hearts, 

     and joy overcoming the sadness we wear like a shroud. 

  In these days, we wait for you to surprise us 

   in ways we cannot imagine, 

    with a disguise as disarming as a wailing infant 

     born in a hayrack. 

  May this season be a time of active anticipation, 

   of listening and watching as we live in love for you 

    with thanks for all that has been 

     and all that is yet to be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Good News 
First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
220 West Main Street, Cannon Falls, MN 55009    (507) 263-2901 
fccucc@citlink.net www.cannonfallsucc.org 
A loving congregational family that celebrates God’s presence among us 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Education and Tuesday Bible Study, both at 10 am, 
Are now meeting on Zoom. 

If you would like to participate in either at anytime, weekly or just when you are able,  

let Pastor Glen know (pastor.cannonfallsucc@gmail.com)  

and he will send you the Zoom meeting and the readings. 



Pastoral Care Needs 
 

Call Pastor Glen in the event of a pastoral 
care need. Either call his home 651-641-

1832 or cell 651-757-0314.   
 

Prayer Chain 
 

Morning - Bonnie Hvistendahl 263-4120 
Evening - Mavis Johnson 263-2857 
 

When you are in need of prayer for 

yourself or others, your request will be 

passed along to the above prayer chains. 
 

Many Thanks to the 
Minnesota Conference 

 

On behalf of the Outreach Ministry Team, 
Mary Pat Kleven sent this Thank You to the 

Minnesota Conference for the nearly $2000 
received for equipping our recording studio 

and setting us up for the future, beyond this 
COVID-time. 
 

"A heartfelt thank you for the grant from the 
Minnesota Conference - UCC Emergency 

fund for our new recording set up at the 
First Congregational Church - UCC of 

Cannon Falls.  Our treasurer purchased all 
the equipment, and three of us gathered on 

a Saturday afternoon at the church to put it 
all together.  And - it works!  I am over the 

moon.  
 

We will start using the new equipment in 

our studio on Friday, November 27th in time 
for Advent and Christmas.  Once we are 

back in-person, it will be moved into our 
sanctuary to continue recording and posting 

services for those unable to attend for any 
reason.   

This has been such a blessing for our 
church, and is greatly appreciated.   
 

Thanks again!" 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Partners 
 

Each week, we pick staff and members or 

families at random for us to lift in prayer that 

week, for no reason other than praying for 

one another is a good thing to do. 
 

Our Prayer Partners this week Patrick and 

Samantha Hemmah, Evelyn and Russell; 

Chase and Hannah LaPan; and Karen 

Kronberg. 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 

 

Linda Hindal is recovering at home from 

surgery to repair a torn meniscus. 
 

Lila Engstrom moved from Regina Senior 
Living in Hastings to Cannon Rivers here in 

Cannon Falls, where physical therapy will 
continue before she returns home in a 

couple of weeks. Her address is:  
 

Cannon Rivers Senior Living 
900 Main St. West, Apt. 322 

Cannon Falls, MN 55009 
 
 

Please share your Joys and Concerns with Ki 
(cannonfallsucc@gmail.com, 263-2901) or Pr. 
Glen (pastor.cannonfallsucc@gmail.com, 651-
641-1832) by Monday of each week. 

 

Selfies 

It’s not always easy to be separated from 

family and friends, to work from home, or to 

not be able to work. So what have you been 

up to? Share with us your stories or your 

photos. 
 

Christmas Lights 
 

Once again, the church will be 

lit from Advent through 
Christmas Day. This year, the 

lights will be on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday evenings for the 

enjoyment of our neighbors. 

 
From the Mission Committee. 

 

Our missions for the month of December is 

the GOODHUE COUNTY CHRISTMAS 
PROJECT and the CHRISTMAS FUND.   

 
 



1) We have adopted two families with a 
total of four children.   
 

The tree with the paper 
ornaments stating items to be 

purchased in placed in the 
entrance so you just have to 

come in and choose an 
ornament or two.  Kileen said 
she should be at church most 

days, but you can call the 
church (507-263-2901) to be 

sure the church is open.    
 

Each family has a specific ornament shape 

and number.  Please be sure to attach that 
to your gift when you bring it back 

unwrapped to church.  To ensure your 
health and safety all you have to do is go 

into the memorial room and place your 
item(s) in the correct area.  Each sofa has a 

sign with the number and ornament shape 
for that family.  All gifts must be at the 

church by Monday, Dec. 14th.   
 

2) The Christmas Fund has been caring 

for active and retired clergy and lay 
employees of the UCC for over 100 years, 

providing emergency grants, 
supplementation of small annuities and 

health premiums, and Christmas “Thank 
You” gift checks each December to our 

lower-income retirees.  Since last March, 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

emergency financial needs of many who 
serve the church have increased 

dramatically.  These difficult times make the 
need for the Christmas Fund more urgent 

than ever.   
 

Traditionally, we take this offering on 

Christmas Eve. Since we are not meeting in 
person you can give your donation any time 

during the month of December. Just write 
your check to the church and on the memo 

line put Christmas Fund and mail it to Jon 
Sagers.  As always, we want to extend our 

heartfelt appreciation for your support of 
our yearly missions. 
 

Have a safe, healthy, and blessed 
Christmas. 

The Mission Committee 
 

Thought for the month:  Are you part of 

the INN crowd or are you one of the 
STABLE few?  

Outreach Ministry Team 
 

We are starting to work on recording for 

Advent and Christmas Services. Volunteers 
needed who are willing to sing, dance or do 

a reading. 
 

We would also appreciate pictures for 

Christmas of your family, your Christmas 
decorations, craft projects or other holiday 

activities.  We’ll include them in the services 
to share with our church family. Contact the 

church office or send an email 
to outreach.cannonfallsucc@gmail.com. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Please note: November’s worship services 

on DVD will be at the Church by December 
7th. 
 

Cindy Mae 
 

Back of Bulletins 
 

Since everyone is missing in-person 

worship, I thought I would bring you 
excerpts from the bulletins before 

Christmas. 
 

December 6th  
Messengers of Hope 
 

Comfort, comfort my people, 
  says your God  

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem 
 

Today, on this second Sunday of 

Advent, listen! There are prophets 
speaking in your city, in your 

county, in your church. 
Sometimes those prophets are 

cranky. Sometimes they stick out 
their tongues instead of smiling. 

Sometimes they lecture, rather 
than hum lullabies. And that 

lecture can feel like it’s really close 
to home. 
 

But you’ll know a true prophet by this. That 
their words bring you ever closer and more 

intimately into relationship with a God who 
wants nothing more than to know and be 

known. 
 

December 13th 
 

Shouts of Joy 
 

If you’ve ever been through a period of 

grieving, it’s likely that someone in your life 



has, at one time or another, shaken their 
head and clucked their tongue and assured 

that “God doesn’t give anyone more than 
they can handle.” Or, maybe that someone 

patted your hand and said “God is just 
testing you right now. If you have enough 

faith, you can get through it.” Or maybe 
even, “Don’t cry.” 
 

These platitudes, although they are usually 

intended to comfort, can instead sting. They 
can leave the recipient feeling 

that if only their faith was 
stronger, they would not feel 

sad or angry. 
 

The psalmist shows us a 

different way of thinking of God. 
The psalmist knows that hard 

times and sorrows are neither 
tests from God, nor signs of the displeasure 

of God. The author of Psalm 126 sings 
instead that sorrows and grieving are just 

part of life. These words remind us that God 
does not bring misfortune; instead God is 

with us in our grief. 
 

During Advent, we anticipate the 

incarnation - the coming of the God to earth 
in the form of a human. The Divine One 

comes to us as Christ Jesus to remind us 
that through all the ups and downs and 

griefs of life, God is never far from us. And, 
like memorial lights in a New England 

winter, that presence can bring more joy 
than all the well-meaning words in the 

world. 
 

December 20th  
Birthing a Promise 
 

Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent, the 
season of watchful waiting for 

the coming of the Christ Child. 
If you have practiced a ritual 

of lighting Advent candles, 
either in community or in your 

own home, then this Sunday 
you will light all four candles. 

As we do, we celebrate and 
acknowledge the gifts of this 

season - Hope, Peace, Joy, and 
Love 

 
 

Where are You, God? 
 

In the book, The Words of Her Mouth: 
Psalms for the Struggle, published at 
the beginning of this year by The 
Pilgrim Press, ten women writers 
responded to the 150 Biblical psalms 

with words of their own. Not a retelling of 
the psalms or an alternate translation, 

instead the book is a reply to those ancient 
words, engaging them for today. 
 

Editor Martha Spong reports that over the 

course of the twelve months of 2019, she 
“watched a book idea that had lived only in 

my hopes grow from a conversation in an 
airport in January to a manuscript being 

sent to the printer in December. I had the 
joy of inviting nine women to work with me 

and the delight of hearing a yes from each of 
them. We all felt excited, and daunted, to 

engage with the psalms personally, yet also 
for a future audience of readers. Some of us 

do this weekly in crafting liturgy; here we 
wrote not for the collective voices of a 

congregation, but out of our particular 
contents and experiences. It is an offering 

both to God and readers in this season of 
extreme division, full of passion and 

persistence. My hope is that readers will 
recognize themselves in the words of our 

mouths and be inspired to articulate their 
own psalms for the struggle.” 
 

Like the psalms themselves, the poems and 
prayers in The Words of Her Mouth are both 

deeply personal and widely universal and 
address a range of human experience and 

emotions. In response to Psalm 88, United 
Church of Christ Pastor Rev. Jennifer 

Garrison Brownell writes, 
 

“Here are my tears,” you said, “Eat. And 
these are my tears, too. Drink.” 
 

“Too salty!” we cried. “We can’t eat this 
sorrow! We can’t drink this suffering! We 

will die!” 
 

You heard our protests and you lifted the 
plate and the cup anyway. 
 

Most of us turned away. But some of us 

stayed to eat and drink with you, and we did 
not die as we had feared.   
 

In truth, we lived. In truth, we live still. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

(This board is obviously Sandra’s fine work 
- thank you for all you do!) 

And finally…for those who miss the Sanctuary for this holiday 
season, here are some pics for you 
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First Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 
507-263-2901 

 

Pastor email: pastor.cannonfallsucc@gmail.com 
Kileen email: cannonfallsucc@gmail.com 

            Sunday              Monday       Tuesday           Wednesday       Thursday            Friday             Saturday  

Our building is closed but the Church is always open when we are the Body 

of Christ in the World. Stay safe and healthy until we see you again 

 

Adult Study is meeting via Zoom at 10 am Sundays on the 
dates noted. We are reading short biographical sketches of 
persons who have lived out their faith in ways that have 
impacted the world. 2-3 shot biographies are discussed each 
week. RSVP to Pastor Glen or Ki by Friday noon each week 
for a copy of the readings and a Zoom link to the weekly 
session. 

 


