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Welcome to July!  As you read this, our country is readying for our Independence Day 

celebration on Sunday, July 4th!  I pray that your celebration is as festive or as quiet as 

you like it. 
 

Here at First Congregational, we are readying for a new journey as the Body of Christ. 

On Sunday, June 27th the congregation, members of the Minnesota Conference of the 

United Church of Christ and I gathered together for the ritual of the Service of 

Installation. The ritual involves all three entities entering into covenant as I begin my 

ministry here as your designated pastor for the next two years. The service was lovely 

and, for the very first time in many months, was followed by of fellowship in the 

Fellowship Hall! All in all it was a lovely day. 
 

In the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Corinthians in the 1st century, he 

wrote of the Body of Christ. As I preached at the service on June 27, 

we know from our lived experience as did those in Corinth the truth 

of the interdependence we feel with each body part.   We know 

internally that “there are many members, yet one body.”    
 

Theologian Troy Miller wrote beautifully of God’s vision of the many members of one 

body of which Paul describes when writing about the Body of Christ. Miller writes that 

this vision of the many members emerges “from and mirrors the diversity of God’s 

character.” What a blessing then to have so many expressions of God’s character under 

our roof here at First Congregational!   So many people here possess a wide array 

of  talents including the gifts of music, administration, decorating, party planning, 

scholarship, farming, repairing, caring for those in need and so much more.  The Body 

of Christ here at First Congregational is robust, loving and giving! 
 

We are indeed called to love and to give as God has loved us.  As we begin our 

covenanted journey together, we will continue to take what God shares with us in 

prayer and scripture into the world of our friends, families and to those we call 

stranger.  
 

As a new member of the Body, I am to here to lead, assist and to join in our calls to 

ministry!  
 

Pastor Grace 
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Pastoral Care Needs 
 

Contact Pastor Grace in the event of a 
pastoral emergency. Her email is 

pastor.cannonfallsucc@gmail.com, cell 
phone is 651-367-9328. 
 

Prayer Chain 
 

Morning - Bonnie Hvistendahl 263-4120 
Evening - Mavis Johnson 263-2857 
 

When you are in need of prayer for yourself 
or others, your request will be passed along 

to the above prayer chains. 
 

Prayer Partners 
 

Each week, we pick staff and members or 

families at random for us to lift in prayer that 

week, for no reason other than praying for 

one another is a good thing to do. 
 

This week we pray for Linda and Grant 

Hindal, Fred and Rhonda Foster, Jim and 

Bonnie Hvistendahl. 
 

Mark Your Calendars!! 
 

Due to the parade traffic, Sunday 
July 4th will not be an in-person 

service. Service will be available on 
YouTube. 
 

Also, in-person Communion Service which is 
usually the first Sunday of the month, will be on 
July 11th. 
 

From the Mission Committee 
 

We received $820.00 for One Great Hour of 
Sharing.  Thank you so much!    
 

Don’t forget to put your Family Fare receipts 
in the box found on the console table in the 

entry way.  The Cannon Falls Senior Center 
really appreciates them.  
 

Also, underneath the table, there is a basket 
for the food shelf.  
 

Thought for the month:  “When you love 
what you have, you have everything you 

need." 
 

Sincerely, 
Mission Committee 

Outreach Ministry Team 
 

We are looking for people who are willing 

to learn how to record the services. 
Contact Cindy Mae or the office for more 

information. 
 

Recordings of Sunday Worships on DVD are 

available upon request or viewed on our 
YouTube channel. Bulletins, sermons and 

announcements are mailed each Monday 
upon request. 
 

Our Social media outlets are:  

Website: www.cannonfallsucc.org 
YouTube: YouTube /cannon falls ucc 

Facebook: First Congregational Church of 
Cannon Falls 
 

Treasurers Note 
 

Now that we are now in person on Sundays, 

you can either donate on Sunday or 
continue to send your donations written to 

“First Congregational Church- UCC”, by 
mail directly to: Jon Sagers, 4006 343rd St., 

Stanton, MN 55018. Thank you for your 
steadfast support!  
 

Jon Sagers, Treasurer 
 

Church Directory 
 

A new church Directory is available. Please 
contact Ki in the church office for a copy. 

 

COVID Update 
 

We are so pleased to announce that we have 
resumed in person Worship on Sundays and 

Bible Study on Tuesdays!  In July, we will 
resume a regular Fellowship time after 

Sunday worship and congregational singing 
in our sanctuary. Committees and Teams 

are welcome to meet at church or via Zoom. 
 

When you are in the church building, please 
take care of yourself and wear your masks if 
needed and remember to wash your hands! 
 

Please know that we continue to monitor 

infection rates in our city and county. If a 
high rate of infections should return, our 

Reunion Team will meet to determine the 
best plan going forward for the health and 

safety of all. 

http://www.cannonfallsucc.org/
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Cannon Falls Library Launching 
Community Harvest Box 

 

The Cannon Falls Library is pleased to 

announce its new Harvest Box. The purpose 
of the Harvest Box is to serve as a “free little 

food library” that will supplement the Food 
Shelf to fight food insecurity with locally 

grown produce in Cannon Falls. The 
Cannon Falls Library is partnering with 

Quiet Waters Ranch to provide the bulk of 
the produce that is available to any and all 

people, free of charge. This initiative was 
funded with grant seed money from Live 

Well Goodhue County. 
 

“The pandemic has been particularly tough 

on those who have lost their jobs or have 
had hours cut. When I heard about this 

grant through Live Well Goodhue County, I 
knew there was a way to help those 

experiencing food insecurity,” said library 
director Nicole Miller. “The Food Shelf 

already offers produce to people, but they 
aren’t open every day. I thought that we 

could supplement their services with our 
Harvest Box, since we’re open Monday 

through Saturday. Now, people can walk 
into the library, see what we have, grab a 

few pieces of fresh produce (or drop some 
off), and even access some nutrition 
information about what the Quiet Waters 

Ranch Giving Garden has grown and 
donated.” 
 

While the majority of produce is grown and 

donated by the Quiet Waters Ranch Giving 
Garden, local gardeners are also encouraged 

to donate their overflow produce.  
 

For more information, contact Nicole Miller 

at the Cannon Falls Library at 
nmiller@selco.info or at 507-263-2804. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

UCC General Synod 
 

In a few weeks, from July 11-18, a General 

Synod like no other will convene via 
teleconferencing. 
 

The General Synod of the United Church of 
Christ is the national decision-making body 

for the denomination, responsible for giving 
general direction to the evangelistic, 

missionary, and justice programs of the 
UCC. Rather than making proclamations to 

the church, which the church must obey, 
General Synod is in a real sense a gathering 

of the church at large. General Synod 
speaks to but not for the church, and as we 

gather together as one, it reminds us of our 
radical interconnectedness. 
 

Since the beginnings of this youthful 
denomination more than sixty years ago, 

regular meetings of General Synod have 
given direction and purpose to the church 

as a whole, as well as providing an 
opportunity for thousands of delegates to 

learn, participate in service and mission 
projects, attend inspiring worship, and meet 

up with friends old and new. 
 

The theme of this year’s General Synod is 

“Rooted In Love,” and the logo shows a tree 
planted by a river to reflect the words of 

Psalm 1:3a, “they are like trees planted by 
streams of water.” The logo is a poignant 

reminder of being rooted in 
Christ’s love, and the 

water that flows like a 
connection between our 

churches and other settings of the UCC. 
Although our gathering will be online 

instead of in-person this year, the elements 
that make General Synod so special and 

uplifting will remain. 
 

On Independence Day, we remember and 

rejoice in our fundamental 
INTERDEPENDENCE as we prepare and 

plan for General Synod 2021. Visitors are 
welcome and General Synod. Search for 

General Synod 33 on ucc.org to register. If 
you cannot attend all or part of General 

Synod this year, keep the church as it 
gathers in your prayers. 
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MN Conference Annual Meeting 
 

During the week of June 7, the 59th MN 

Conference of the United Church of Christ 
held its Annual Meeting virtually. It was 

quite a feat to meet with all the members 
and churches of the conference via Zoom 

but it worked!  Pat Green (alternate 
delegate), Laura Hemmah (delegate) and 

myself participated in a variety of virtual 
meetings on a wide range of topics.   We 

learned about liminal spaces from keynote 
speaker the Rev. Susan Beaumont as she 

spoke from her research for her book 
“How To Lead When You Don’t Know 

Where You’re Going.” Other presentations 
included one on sustainability, another on 

persistent issues for the LGBTQ 
community as well as a workshop talking 

about our history as Church.  Rounding 
out the experience were workshops on 
OCWM and work with immigration issues 

at our border in Minnesota. 
 

Toward the end of the week, Conference 
staff held the business meeting that 

included 110 delegates representing 53 
congregations.  In the course of the meeting, 

the 2022 budget was passed. We also 
learned how our churches have persevered 

throughout the pandemic! We were 
encouraged that this is a season and that 

we are a courageous church and will make 
it through these challenging times.   
 

Rev. Grace Anderson 
Installation Service 

 

On Sunday, June 27, 2021, Rev. Grace 
Anderson officially became our Pastor 

through the ritual of Installation. She 
entered into a covenant with First 

Congregational Church and the Minnesota 
Conference (acting as an Association).  She 

was joined by the congregation; Bill 
Peterson as Moderator and by Rev. Cindy 

Mueller- Steward for Search and Call and 
Congregational Legacy Planning, Minnesota 
Conference and member at Union UCC St. 
Louis Park and by Janet Bartz- Committee 
on Ministry member, Minnesota Conference 

and member at Congregational United 

Church of Christ, Rochester.  The day was a 
meaningful one as a new chapter at First 

Congregational begins.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Stewardship Prayer 
 

O Lord, giver of life and the source of our 
freedom, we are reminded by the psalmist 

that yours is “the earth and its fullness; the 
world and those who dwell in it.” 
 

We know that it is by your hand that we 

have received all we have and are, and will 
be. 
 

Gracious and loving God, we understand 

that you call us to be the stewards of your 
abundance, the caretakers of all you have 

entrusted to us.  
 

Help us always to use your gifts wisely and 
teach us to share them generously. 
 

May our faithful stewardship bear witness to 

the love of Christ in our lives. 
 

We pray with grateful hearts in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
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No in-person 
worship -  service 
on YouTube 
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Church 
Office 
Closed 

6 
 

10:00 am 
Bible Study  

7 
 

5:45 pm 
Praise Band 

8 
CF Open 
Air Fair 
2:30 - 
6:30 pm 

9 10 

11 
 

 
 

9:30 am Worship 
w/communion 
 

 

 

12 

 

13 
 

 
 

10:00 am 
Bible Study  
 

6:30 pm 
Trustees on 
Zoom 
 

7:00 pm in-
person 
Council 
 
 

14 
 

 
 

5:45 pm 
Praise Band 

15 
 

16 17 

18 
 

9:30 am Worship 
 
 

19 20 
 

10:00 am 
Bible Study  

21 

 

5:45 pm 
Praise Band 

 

22 23 

 
24 

25 
 

9:30 am Worship 
w/Praise Band 
 

 

26 27 

 

10:00 am 
Bible Study  

28 
 

5:45 pm 
Praise Band 

29 30 31 

 

First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

Celebrating 165 years! 
 

507-263-2901 
 

Pastor email: pastor.cannonfallsucc@gmail.com 
Kileen email: cannonfallsucc@gmail.com 

            Sunday              Monday       Tuesday           Wednesday       Thursday            Friday             Saturday  

UCC General Synod July 11-18 

mailto:cannonfallsucc@gmail.com

