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The Spirit of God makes us one in Christ 
 
*Stand in body or spirit 
 

Preparing for the Word 
 

PRELUDE/LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) adapted, Joyce Rupp 
God of Peace, come! Enter into our memories and remind us of the voices of 

prophets, who proclaimed that a new age would dawn. 

God of Peace, come! Enter our hearts with your message of peace and 

goodwill to all. 

God of Peace, come! Enter into the lives of all those we hold dear. Come and 

gift them with a deep belief about you and your never-ending faithfulness and 

companionship. 

God of Peace, come! Enter into the hearts of all that cry out for a glimpse 

of your love, for a sign of your welcoming presence, for a taste of your 

happiness. 

God of Peace, come! Help us to enter this season of Advent with grace and joy. 

Replenish all with the joyful blessings that only your peace can bring. 

God of Peace, come!  Be a morning star in our midst, the light that can 

never go out, the beacon of hope guiding our way to you. 

Come, let us worship! 



*OPENING HYMN Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella Page 124 
 
LIGHTING OF LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF PEACE (responsive)  
God comes to us through particular people, in particular places and times in 
the past, and in the here and now. 
 

We light this, our second Advent candle, to remind us to look for God’s 
message of peace in God’s messengers without the anticipation who 
they may be. 
 

We light this candle to proclaim the coming of the light of God into the world. 
With the coming of this light there is peace, for Christ is called the “Prince of 
Peace”. The presence of Christ with us gives us hope and peace day by day. 
Amen. 
 
*THE PEACE (responsive) 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Listening for the Word 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 Malachi 3:1-4 Page 778 
 Philippians 1:3-11 Page 953 
 Gospel of Luke 3:1-6 Page 834 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON Preparing the Way Pastor Grace Anderson 
 
 
 



APOSTLE’S CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy Catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

Responding to the Word 
 

SILENT PRAYER/PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

MISSION MOMENT 
 

OFFERING 
 

*DOXOLOGY (unison) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him, all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

Communion  
 
Invitation to the Table (responsive) 
God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and 
that which divides us from one another. 



We are the body of Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The 
bread that is broken restores us to wholeness; the cup poured out brings 
new life. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving (responsive) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks and praise to God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise… 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
Words of Institution 
 
Call to Communion 
 
Sharing the Elements 
 Receive the elements and return to your pew where we will partake together.  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
*CLOSING HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Page 120 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
 



*CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION Christmas Benediction 
Sing we with the hosts of heaven, reconciled now by a child. 
Glory be to God the Giver, for God's love and mercy mild. 
All to God's free grace is owing, with the heavens, we adore.  
Peace and love dwell now within us, reign on earth for evermore.  
 
POSTLUDE  God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
 
 

Our Mission Statement 
We are a welcoming and loving congregational family 

that celebrates God’s presence among us. 
 

Our spiritual growth is enriched through worship, the Bible, 
prayer, faith education, and fellowship. 

 

We strive to meet the needs of a diverse, multi-generational congregation. 
 

Together we share the message of Jesus Christ and put our faith 
into actions in our local and global community. 
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Today, December 5 
Communion Sunday 
Worship Service: 9:30 am 

Pastor: Rev. Grace Anderson 
Advent Reflection: 10:30 am 
Monday, December 6 
Pr. Grace: 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Worship Team: 7:00 pm via Zoom 
Tuesday, December 7 
Pr. Grace: 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Bible Study: 10:00 am 
Wednesday, December 8 
Pr. Grace: 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Sunday, December 12 
Worship Service: 9:30 am 

Pastor: Rev. Grace Anderson 
Advent Reflection: 10:30 am 
 

Pastoral Care 
Contact Pastor Grace in the event 
of a pastoral emergency. Email: 
pastor.cannonfallsucc@gmail.com. 
Cell: 651-367-9328. 
 

Prayer Chain 
AM: Bonnie Hvistendahl 263-4120 
PM: Mavis Johnson 263-2857 
 

When you are in need of prayer for 
yourself or others, your request will 
be passed along via the prayer chain. 

 
 

Bible Study 
Bible Study is on Tuesdays at 10 am 
in person. This week we will be 
discussing Luke 3:7-18. 
 

Advent Reflections 
Sundays during Advent, Nov. 28 -
Dec. 19, join Pastor Grace after 
church in the Memorial Room for 
approximately a half hour of quiet 
devotional time. 
 

Advent Lights 
The sanctuary lights will be lit every 
Friday and Saturday evening during 
Advent, along with the solar 
Christmas lights outside the church. 
Remember to take a look as you 
drive by! 
 

From the Mission Committee 
We are participating in the 
Goodhue County Christmas 
Project again this year. We are 
supporting one family with three 
children. We are still in need of a 
volunteer to buy gifts for a 7-year-
old boy. The items purchased for 
the family will need to be brought 
to the church by Monday, 
December 13. 
 

In December our mission focus will 
also be on the Christmas Fund. 



Volunteers Needed 
Meals on Wheels Cannon Falls is 
looking for volunteers! Meals on 
Wheels volunteers deliver much 
more than a hot, nutritious meal. 
For our elderly population, visits 
mean contact with the outside 
world and the chance to remain at 
home. Our clients are at risk of 
losing this service due to the 
ongoing volunteer shortage. 
Delivery is Mon-Fri at 11:00 am and 
takes only 25-40 minutes. For more 
information, contact Carla Pearson 
at 507-330-7152 or 
cpearson@threeriverscap.org. 
 

Women’s Coffee 
There will be no Women’s Coffee 
gathering in December.  We will 
resume meeting in January. 
 

Newsletter 
We are moving toward weekly email 
updates rather than a monthly 
newsletter. Please find the church 
calendar on our website for the 
most up-to-date information. 
Each Thursday email and the 
announcements in the Sunday 
bulletin also have the most up-to-
date information.  If you are not 
receiving the Thursday email, please 

contact the office with your email 
address. 

 

Stewardship Drive 

Please prayerfully consider and 
enter your best pledge or estimate 
of giving on the Pledged/Giving 
Estimate form you received in the 
mail earlier this month (there are 
extra forms on the table in the 
Narthex if you need one).  Please 
include your preferred mailing 
address, phone number, and email 
address. Please send the completed 
form to church or place in the 
offering box in the Narthex. Thank 
you for your generosity and 
steadfast support for our church.   

Jon Sagers, Treasurer 
 

Contact Information 
First Congregational Church UCC 
220 Main Street West 
Cannon Falls, MN  55009 
Phone: 507-263-2901 
 

Social Media 
Website: www.cannonfallsucc.org 
YouTube: YouTube/cannon falls ucc 
Facebook: First Congregational 

Church of Cannon Falls 


