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The Spirit of God makes us one in Christ 
 
*Stand in body or spirit 
  

Preparing for the Word 
 

PRELUDE/LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY Adapted, Ann Weems 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)   
We gather in this hour, in this place, Holy One, mindful of your presence, to 
rejoice as we wait to see your glory. 
 

The promise is there will be new life in the dry places, and a 
strengthening of those with fearful hearts. 
 

You call us to share in the ministry of Jesus, turning this world around by 
proclaiming the joy you promise and sharing the gifts you place in our hands 
and hearts. 
 

Meet us here, in this place, in this hour. Open our hearts that we might 
be filled with the joy of your Holy Spirit through our prayers and praise. 
Thanks be to you, O God. 
 

Come, let us worship! 
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*OPENING HYMN  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
1st verse (instrumental) 
 

2nd verse (congregation):  
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free. 
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art.  
Dear desire of ev'ry nation, joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 

3rd verse (congregation): 
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King. 
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.  
By thine own eternal spirit, rule in all our hearts alone. 
By thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF JOY (responsive)  
The light of Christ shines in the darkness, and that darkness cannot overcome 
it. Christ’s light shines in the hearts of those gathered here, a light that lights 
our way so we might see our way to bear witness to service in a world that 
knows too much of darkness. 
 

We are the church, called to be a beacon of light to the world. We are 
shepherds of the light, called to be ministers of Christ’s gospel of 
reconciliation. 
 

We carry the light into the world, proclaiming the Good News, rejoicing with 
great joy; Christ is coming. Do not be afraid, lift your voices so all may know; 
Christ is coming! 
 

Christ is near, and with the promise of Christ’s joy for all, we light this 
candle for the joy that knows no end, the joy deeper than any despair, 
and wider than any grief, a joy that fills our hearts with thanksgiving and 
our mouths with laughter. 
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CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
God of love and justice, we long for peace within and peace without. We 
long for harmony in our families, for serenity in the midst of struggle, 
and for commitment to each other’s growth.  We long for the day when 
our homes will be a dwelling place for your love. Yet we confess that we 
are often anxious and we do not always trust. We find ourselves not 
willing to take the risks and make the hard choices that love requires.  
Look upon us with kindness and grace. Be our guide in our homes and 
in all the world. Show us how to walk in your paths, through your mercy, 
we pray. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
*THE PEACE (responsive) 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Listening for the Word 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

SCRIPTURE 
 Isaiah 12:2-6  Page 558 
 Philippians 4:4-7 Page 955 
 Luke 3:7-18 Page 834 
Word of God, Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON Sharing Pastor Grace Anderson 
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Responding to the Word 
 
SILENT PRAYER/PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
MISSION MOMENT 
 
BLESSING OF THE CHRISTMAS GIFTS (unison) 
 Congregation members are invited to bring gifts forward. 
Loving God, may the light of the Christmas star follow these gifts and 
may the warmth of home and hearth be found. Gracious God, may the 
cheer and goodwill of this congregation be with those receiving these 
gifts wherever they are. Let the hope of Christ’s birth rest in our hearts 
and theirs this season. And may the joy and peace of a thousand angels 
be with us all now and forever. Amen. 
 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY (unison) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him, all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
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*CLOSING HYMN It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Page 129 
         (verses 1, 2, and 4) 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION Christmas Benediction 
Sing we with the hosts of heaven, reconciled now by a child. 
Glory be to God the Giver, for God's love and mercy mild. 
All to God's free grace is owing, with the heavens, we adore.  
Peace and love dwell now within us, reign on earth for evermore.  
 
POSTLUDE Masters in the Hall 
 
 

Advent Reflections 
Sundays during Advent (November 28th through December 19th) join Pastor 
Grace after church in the Memorial Room for approximately a half hour to 45 
minutes of quiet devotional time. 
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Today, December 12 
Worship Service: 9:30 am 
 Pastor: Rev. Grace Anderson 
Advent Reflection: 10:30 am 
Monday, December 13 
Pr. Grace: 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Tuesday, December 14 
Secretary: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Pr. Grace: 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Bible Study: 10:00 am 
Trustees: 6:00 pm 
Council: 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, December 15 
Pr. Grace: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Thursday, December 16 
Secretary: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Sunday, December 19 
Worship Service: 9:30 am 
 Pastor: Rev. Grace Anderson 
Advent Reflection: 10:30 am 
 

Pastoral Care  
Contact Pastor Grace in the event 
of a pastoral emergency. Email: 
pastor.cannonfallsucc@gmail.com. 
Cell: 651-367-9328. 
 

Prayer Chain 
AM Bonnie Hvistendahl: 263-4120 
PM Mavis Johnson: 263-2857 
When you are in need of prayer for 
yourself or others, your request will 
be passed along via the prayer chain. 

Bible Study 
Bible Study is on Tuesdays at 10 am 
in person. This week we will be 
discussing Luke 1:39-55. 
 

From the Mission Committee 
Items purchased for the Goodhue 
County Christmas Project need to 
be brought to the church by 
tomorrow, Monday, December 13. 
 

This month our focus will be on the 
Christmas Fund. In 2020, gifts to 
the Christmas fund enabled: 
* Monthly pension supplementation 
for 276 retired clergy and lay 
employees ($1,180,187). 
* Health benefits supplementation 
for 89 retired clergy and lay 
employees ($274,008). 
 

Christmas Eve Service 
Join us at 4 pm for our Christmas 
Eve Service. The service will be in 
person and our normal COVID 
worship protocols will apply. 
 

Planning to attend?  Please call the 
church office to RSVP so our 
ushers can arrange enough socially 
distanced seating. A recording of 
the service will be posted on 
YouTube Christmas Eve night. 
 



pg. 8 
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, 
December 26, Lessons and Carols 
Service (in person at 9:30 am). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission Statement 
We are a welcoming and loving 

congregational family that celebrates 
God’s presence among us. 

 

Our spiritual growth is enriched 
through worship, the Bible, prayer, faith 

education, and fellowship. 
 

We strive to meet the needs of  a 
diverse, multi-generational 

congregation. 
 

Together we share the message of  Jesus 
Christ and put our faith into actions in 

our local and global community.  
 

Contact Information 
First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 
220 Main Street West 
Cannon Falls, MN  55009 
Phone: 507-263-2901 
 

Social Media 
Website: www.cannonfallsucc.org 
YouTube: YouTube/cannon falls ucc 
Facebook: First Congregational 

Church of Cannon Falls 
 
 
 

2021 Ministry Leads 
Ideas? Questions? Want to Help? 

 

Moderator: Bill Peterson 
 

Treasurer: Jon Sagers 
 

Historian: Glenda Cooper 
 

Head Ushers: Byron Nowariak &  
Jim Hvistendahl 
 

Trustees Chair: Roman Mercier 
 

Pastoral Relations Chair:    
Linda Hindal 
 

CCIC Representative: Ray Meglic 
 

Outreach Ministry Lead:    
Cindy Mae Nelson 
 

Church Community Ministry:  
Linda Hindal 
 

Worship Ministry: Jacqui Broin 
 

Mission Ministry: Sandra Meglic  
 

Christian Education Ministry:  
Pastor Grace Anderson 

about:blank

