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The Spirit of God makes us one in Christ 
 
*Stand in body or spirit 
  

Preparing for the Word 
 

PRELUDE/LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
OPENING READING   

“In Search of Our Kneeling Places” by Ann Weems 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)   
In this last week before Christmas, the anxiety, routine or grief of this holiday 
season may loom in our minds and keep us from feeling the wonder of these 
days. 
 

We gather here to take a moment and refresh our minds to this reality – 
the love of God breaks into our world in the healing compassion of Jesus. 
 

God of surprises, meet us here today and open our hearts to recognize you in 
our midst, call us to live into your new world. 
 

Calling us into a world where your love takes shape in our words and 
actions to bring peace and justice into our homes and into our 
community. In the name of the One who is coming to us. 
 

Thanks be to you. 
 

Thanks be to you, O God. 
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*OPENING HYMN Love Came Down at Christmas 
1st verse - sung by Dawn (recording) 
 

Love came down at Christmas, 
Love all lovely, Love divine; 
Love was born at Christmas, 
Star and angels gave the sign. 
 

2nd and 3rd verses - sung by congregation 
 

Worship we the Godhead, 
Love incarnate, Love divine; 
Worship we our Jesus: 
But wherewith for sacred sign? 
 

Love shall be our token, 
Love be yours and love be mine; 
Love to God and all men, 
Love for plea, and gift, and sign 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF LOVE (responsive)  
Every Sunday morning this month, we’ve woven Advent into our worship life 
here at First Congregational. “Advent” comes from the Latin verb advenire, 
which means “to draw near.” By lighting one more candle on our Advent 
wreath each week, we make visible our spirit of waiting, of expectation. 
 

The first candle we lit in the name of hope: not just what we long for, but our 
trust for the best within us to rise, and to grace the many endings and 
beginnings in our lives. 
 

We lit the second candle in the name of peace: the courage to soften, and to 
cultivate our ability to stay present in difficult moments. 
 

We lit the third candle in the name of joy: the abiding faith that joy unfolds 
whenever we’re able to enter the practice of opening to God’s presence, into 
possibility. 
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This morning, we light the fourth candle of our Advent wreath in the name of 
love: as an invitation for the Holy One to dwell within us, deepening our 
capacity to love, and to be watchful of Love’s presence among us. May we be 
open to the love that awaits us in the weeks to come. 
 

As we prepare to bring new possibilities to life, may love guide us and be 
a creating force in our lives. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
God our Maker, we confess that we are not ready to meet you. You offer 
us a place in your house, yet we find no room for you in our lives. You 
invite us into your eternal realm, yet we fail to welcome others. Forgive 
us, God of grace. Let your word of life be with us so that we may truly 
believe that nothing is impossible with you. We pray this in your Holy 
Name. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
*THE PEACE (responsive) 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Listening for the Word 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

SCRIPTURE 
 Micah 5:2-5a  Page 756 
 Hebrews 10:5-10 Page 976 
 Luke 1:39-55 Page 831 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
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SERMON Agape Pastor Grace Anderson 
 

Responding to the Word 
 
SILENT PRAYER/PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
MISSION MOMENT 
 
OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY (unison) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him, all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*CLOSING HYMN Good Christian Men, Rejoice Page 125 
 
*BENEDICTION 
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*CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION Christmas Benediction 
Sing we with the hosts of heaven, reconciled now by a child. 
Glory be to God the Giver, for God's love and mercy mild. 
All to God's free grace is owing, with the heavens, we adore.  
Peace and love dwell now within us, reign on earth for evermore.  
 
POSTLUDE Beautiful Star of Bethlehem 
 
 
 

 
Join us at 4 pm for our Christmas Eve Service. The service will be in person 
and our current COVID worship protocols will apply. 
 

Planning to attend? Please call the church office to RSVP so our ushers can 
arrange enough socially distanced seating. A recording of the service will be 
posted on YouTube Christmas Eve night. 
 
 

 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 26, Lessons and Carols Service (in 
person at 9:30 am). 
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Today, December 19 
Worship Service: 9:30 am 
 Pastor: Rev. Grace Anderson 
Advent Reflection: 10:30 am 
Monday, December 20 
Secretary: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Pr. Grace: 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Tuesday, December 21 
Secretary: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Pr. Grace: 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Wednesday, December 22 
Secretary: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Pr. Grace: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Friday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
Worship: 4:00 pm 
 Pastor: Rev. Grace Anderson 
Saturday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 26 
Worship Service: 9:30 am 
 Pastor: Rev. Grace Anderson 
 

Pastoral Care  
Contact Pastor Grace in the event 
of a pastoral emergency. Email: 
pastor.cannonfallsucc@gmail.com. 
Cell: 651-367-9328. 
 

Bible Study 
There will be no Bible study this 
week.  We will meet again next 
Tuesday, Dec. 28 at 10:00 am. 

Prayer Chain 
AM Bonnie Hvistendahl: 263-4120 
PM Mavis Johnson: 263-2857 
When you are in need of prayer for 
yourself or others, your request will 
be passed along via the prayer chain. 
 

From the Mission Committee 
This month our focus will be on the 
Christmas Fund. In 2020, gifts to 
the Christmas fund enabled: 
* Emergency grants for 96 
individuals and families ($214,649). 
* Christmas “Thank You” gift 
checks to 504 retired clergy and lay 
employees ($252,000). 
 

Thank You All 
I’d like to thank everyone for their 
prayers and concerns for my left 
shoulder surgery. I'm doing very 
well and the doctors stated that all 
looks good. The doctor wants me to 
start physical therapy next week. 
But the next available time is on 
December 28th. So I'm starting PT 
on December 28th. Please pray for 
my continued healing and good 
results from the PT. 
Thanks again, 
Carol Nelson 
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Statement Regarding Our 
COVID Protocol 

We at First Congregational are a 
family. Family does not always agree, 
but family does love and care for each 
other. We all wish the pandemic were 
over and life could return to "normal" 
- live music, coffee & treats after 
service, socializing without distance 
and no masks.   
 

We know there are differing opinions 
regarding the level of safety 
precautions. Church leadership 
continues to make difficult decisions to 
keep all members of the family 
safe. Let us continue to support one 
another so we all reach the other side 
of this pandemic healthy and whole. 
Thank you for helping us protect each 
other! 
 

Contact Information 
First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 
220 Main Street West 
Cannon Falls, MN  55009 
Phone: 507-263-2901 
 

Social Media 
Website: www.cannonfallsucc.org 
YouTube: YouTube/cannon falls ucc 
Facebook: First Congregational 

Church of Cannon Falls 

 

 

Painted by Suzanne Wolkenhauer 

2021 Ministry Leads 
Ideas? Questions? Want to Help? 

 

Moderator: Bill Peterson 
 

Treasurer: Jon Sagers 
 

Historian: Glenda Cooper 
 

Head Ushers: Byron Nowariak &  
Jim Hvistendahl 
 

Trustees Chair: Roman Mercier 
 

Pastoral Relations Chair:    
Linda Hindal 
 

CCIC Representative: Ray Meglic 
 

Outreach Ministry Lead:    
Cindy Mae Nelson 
 

Church Community Ministry:  
Linda Hindal 
 

Worship Ministry: Jacqui Broin 
 

Mission Ministry: Sandra Meglic  
 

Christian Education Ministry:  
Pastor Grace Anderson 
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