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The Spirit of  God makes us one in Christ. 
*Stand in body or spirit 
 

PREPARING FOR THE WORD 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
PRELUDE    Beneath the Cross of  Jesus 
 
BRINGING IN THE CHRIST LIGHT 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 
Lent began in the wilderness; it concludes in Jerusalem.  
We now come near to the end of one story. Another will soon begin.  
We have followed Jesus this far; today we remember how he faced betrayal, 
lies, and rejection.  
And we witness, once more, that he taught and walked in love through 
every step of the journey. 
 
THE ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM (responsive) 
Jesus went ahead with his movement toward Jerusalem. Approaching, what is called the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of the disciples with these instructions:  
 
“Go into the village ahead of you. Upon entering it, you’ll find a tethered colt 
that no one has yet ridden. Untie it and lead it back. If anyone should ask you, 
‘Why are you untying it?” say, ‘The Rabbi needs it.’” 



 

 

 
They departed on their errand and found things just as Jesus had said. As they untied the 
colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you doing that?” They explained that the Rabbi 
needed it. 
Then the disciples led the animal to Jesus and, laying their cloaks on it, and 
helped him mount. People spread their cloaks on the roadway as Jesus rode 
along... the entire crowd of disciples joined them and began to rejoice and 
praise God loudly for the display of power they had seen, saying,  
“Blessed is the One who comes in the name of our God! Peace in 
heaven, and glory in the highest!” 
 
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, 
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 
Jesus replied, “I tell you, if they were to keep silent, the very stones would cry 
out!” 
 
HYMN                     All Glory, Laud & Honor   #155 (all 3 verses) 

(Please bring your palms forward and lay them on the table up front, as you are able!) 
 
PALM SUNDAY CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE (responsive) 
Jesus, Prince of  Peace, 
rides in, humble and on a donkey. 
 
Jesus, disturber of  our peace, 
upsets harmful religion when it gets in the way of  God. 
 
Jesus, upsetter of  the self-righteous, 
turns questions back on the questioner, offering no  
easy answers but showing the way. 
 
Jesus, lover of  the lost, 
says forgive when we want to shout guilty! 



 

 

Jesus, host at the table of  plenty, 
shares the best even in the face of  the corrupt. 
 
Jesus, Savior and healer of  the world, 
is who we all say we want to follow until he gets 
too close and starts asking us to change… 
 
We know what lies ahead: Jesus is abandoned in fear or shame, the crowd 
calling for a criminal to be freed, his death outside the city that had welcomed 
him with hope and praise. 
Forgive us our fears, our reluctance. May we hear the good news of  
resurrection with open hearts so our trust in your good news will be 
renewed. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
This is the gift of  God: we are forgiven and set free! 
Thanks be to God! 
           
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE        Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy, holy, holy is the Lord. 
Holy, holy, holy, holy is the Lord. 
Holy is the Father, Holy is the Son, 
Holy is the Spirit: blessed Three in One. 
 

LISTENING FOR THE WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE 
Luke 23:1-5, 13-25                                                                        p. 859 
Word of  God, Word of  Life.       Thanks be to God. 
 



 

 

SERMON  “Facing Life and Death”   Pastor Grace Anderson 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY 
 
*DOXOLOGY (unison) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
*CLOSING HYMN         When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  #177  

(verses 1-3) 
 
 
 
 



 

 

*PALM SUNDAY BENEDICTION    
Response: Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of  the 
Lord! 
 
*CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION  Go Now In Peace 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid.  
God will go with you each hour of  every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
Know He will guide you in all you do.  
 
Go now in love, and show you believe, 
Reach out to others so all the world can see.  
God will be there watching from above.  
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
 
POSTLUDE     In the Garden 
 
 

 
Our Mission Statement 

We are a welcoming and loving congregational family 
that celebrates God’s presence among us. 

 

Our spiritual growth is enriched through worship, the Bible, 
prayer, faith education, and fellowship. 

 

We strive to meet the needs of  a diverse, multi-generational congregation. 
Together we share the message of  Jesus Christ and put our faith 

into actions in our local and global community. 
 

 



 

 

 
Calendar of  Events 

Today, April 10 
Palm Sunday 
Worship Service: 9:30am 
   Worship Leader: Pastor Grace  
   Music Leader: Dawn Husmann 
   Scripture Reader: Al Broin 
 

Tuesday, April 12 
Bible Study: 10:00am 
Trustee Meeting: 6:00pm 
Council Meeting: 7:00pm 
 
Thursday, April 14 
Maundy Thursday 
   Worship Service: 6:30pm 
 

Sunday, April 17 
Easter Sunday 
Easter Break Breakfast: 8:00am 
Worship Service: 9:30am 
   Worship Leader: Pastor Grace  
   Music Leader: All For You 
   Scripture Reader: Karen Nowariak 
 
 

 
Bible Study 

Bible study is this week (4/12) @ 
10:00am.  We will discuss John 
20:1-18. 
 

Pastoral Care 
Contact Pastor Grace in the event 
of  a pastoral emergency. Her cell 
phone number is: 651-367-9328. 
 

Prayer Chain 
AM Bonnie Hvistendahl: 263-4120 
PM Mavis Johnson: 263-2857 
When you are in need of  prayer for 
yourself  or others, your request will 
be passed along via the prayer chain. 
 
Legacy Planning Team Update 

The Legacy Planning Team will be 
hosting Listening Sessions for 
members to come together to talk 
about the future of  our 
congregation.  Please watch your 
mailbox and Thursday Email Blast 
for a letter inviting you to join a 
session. All are welcome to join in 
these important sessions!  
 

 

 



 

 

April 24th Guest Preacher 
Earth Day is Friday, April 22.  In 

honor of this day, we have a guest 

preacher on Sunday, April 24, the 

Rev. Dwight Wagenius. He will 

preach on caring for our fragile 

earth.  

 

He is a member of Mayflower 

Church and has served as 

Community Minister at the church 

since June 2015.  Dwight serves on 

the UCC Council for Climate 

Justice, and serves on the Creation 

Justice Team of the Conference. 

Dwight recently completed two 

terms as Board Chair of Minnesota 

Interfaith Power & Light.  

  

Dwight was born and raised on a 

small farm in Holmes City, MN. 

After graduating from Carleton 

College he served in the Peace Corp 

and in the US Navy. He was a 

Minnesota Assistant Attorney 

General working primarily on 

environmental and energy matters 

before receiving his Master of 

Divinity degree from United 

Theological Seminary in the Twin 

Cities.  
 

First Congregational Church, 
United Church of  Christ 

220 Main Street West 
Cannon Falls, MN  55009 

Phone: 507-263-2901 
Email: cannonfallsucc@gmail.com 

 

 
Sunday Worship: 9:30 am 
Tuesday Bible Study: 10:00am 

Holy Communion: 1st Sunday 
of  the Month 
 

Minister: Rev. Grace Anderson 
pastor.cannonfallsucc@gmail.com 
 

Moderator: Bill Peterson 
 

Church Organist/Choir 
Director: Dawn Husmann 
 

All For You Music Leader: 
Karen Nowariak 
 

Church Office:   
Email or Call Pastor Grace  
 

Custodian: Dick Welch 
 

Social Media: 
Website: www.cannonfallsucc.org 

YouTube: YouTube/cannon falls ucc 

Facebook: First Congregational 
Church of Cannon Falls 
 

 


